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Dear Parent,          September 2018 
  

Welcome to Awana! We are grateful to have your child participate in the Awana ministry here at 

Trinity Evangelical Free Church. We consider it a privilege to partner with you in your child’s 

spiritual growth. It is our intention to expose your child to God’s love and the truth of His Word in 

an engaging, safe and fun environment.   

 

Awana is an internationally known Bible club for children. The letters in Awana stand for 

Approved Workers Are Not Ashamed, which comes from the Bible verse 2 Timothy 2:15. 

 

During each Awana meeting we teach children that God is real, that He loves them, and that He 

has expressed that love through His Son, Jesus Christ. Children from 4K through 6th grade will 

also learn how a relationship with God can help them in their daily lives. Bible-based lessons will 

teach them how to find the joy of obeying God in a complex world. The goal of Awana is to give 

boys and girls the opportunity to know, love, and serve God. 

 

Please read through the Awana Parent Handbook carefully to gain a better understanding of the 

Awana Club. Then, support your child’s interest in the program by getting involved! If you have 

any questions or concerns, please contact us by calling the church office at 920-748-7100 or by 

emailing me at paul@trinitychurchripon.org. 

 

God bless you as you train your child, 

 

 
 

Paul Ethington 

Pastor 

Trinity Evangelical Free Church 
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2018-2019 Awana Program Calendar 
 

DATE THEME 

September. 12, 2018 Kick-Off 

September. 19, 2018  

September. 26, 2018  

October 3, 2018 School Spirit Night 

October 10, 2018  

October 17, 2018  

October 24, 2018  

October 31, 2018  

November 7, 2018 Fancy Tie/Scarf Night 

November 14, 2019  

November 21, 2018 NO Awana - Happy Thanksgiving! 

November 28, 2018  

December 5, 2018 Ugly Sweater Night 

December 12, 2018  

December 19, 2018 NO Awana - Merry Christmas! 

December 26, 2018 NO Awana - Happy New Year! 

January 2, 2019 NO Awana - Happy New Year! 

January 9, 2019  

January 16, 2019  

January 23, 2019  

January 30, 2019  

February 6, 2019 Crazy Hair/Hat Night 

February 13, 2019  

February 20, 2019  

February 27, 2019  

March 6, 2019 Pajama Night 

March 13, 2019  

March 20, 2019 NO Awana - SPRING BREAK IN RIPON 

March 27, 2019  

April 3, 2019 Hawaiian Night 

April 10, 2019  

April 17, 2019  

April 24, 2019  

May 1, 2019 Store Night 

May 8, 2019 Recognition Night 
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WHAT ARE THEME NIGHTS?  

Theme nights are special times for our clubbers and are designed to encourage club attendance. 

Theme nights also make meetings more fun! Special themes may include: crazy hair/hat night, 

backward clothing night, pajama night, etc.  On page 4 is a calendar of theme nights for the 

year.  

 

WHAT WILL MY CHILD DO AT AWANA? 

An Awana meeting consists of: 

1. Opening Ceremony – Clubbers recite the Pledge to the American flag, sing the Awana 

theme song, pray and hear announcements.  

 

2. Large Group Time – a worship experience consisting of songs and an age-appropriate 

Bible message. 

 

3. Handbook Time – provides small-group interaction and recitation of Scripture that 

children learned during the week. It also features friendship building and opportunities 

for leaders to mentor children and help them understand the Bible verses they learn. 

 

4. Game Time – outdoor or indoor games designed to encourage friendly competition and 

good sportsmanship (please have your child wear footwear appropriate for running). 

 

 

2017-2018 Awana Nightly Schedule 
 

Time Cubbies (4K-5K) Sparks (K-2) T&T (3-6) 

6:00-6:10 
Sign-in  

(Lobby) 

Sign-in 

(Lobby) 

Sign-in  

(Lobby) 

6:10-6:20 
Opening  

(Sanctuary) 

Opening  

(Sanctuary) 

Opening  

(Sanctuary) 

6:20-6:40 
Large Group 

(Classroom 1) 

Large Group 

(Classroom 2) 

Game Time 

(Multipurpose Gym) 

6:40-7:10 
Handbook Time  

(Classroom 1) 

Game Time  

(Multipurpose Gym) 

Large Group 

(Youth Room) 

7:10-7:30 
Game Time 

(Multipurpose Gym) 

Handbook Time 
(Classroom 2) 

Handbook Time 
(Youth Room) 
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Awana Basics 

 

Check-in/Pick-up Procedures 

The safety and well-being of your child is of utmost importance to us. That is why we ask that 

you complete a family registration form for your children who participate in Awana. This will 

provide us with the information we need in case of an emergency.  We also want to ensure that 

all children arrive at Awana and leave club meetings with a responsible adult.  

 

It is for the safety of your child that we request you follow our check-in/out procedures:  

1. Please walk your children to the Trinity lobby, sign them in, then seat them in the 

sanctuary. No children should walk into or out of the building without their designated 

adult. The Awana opening begins promptly at 6:10 pm.  Help your children have a 

successful year by getting them to club to check in at 6:00. 

 

At sign-in you will be asked if your children have: 

• Brought their handbook 

• Worn their vest/uniform shirt 

• Attended Sunday School that 

week 

• Brought a friend 

• Participated in the theme 

 

2. Pick-up your child promptly at 7:30 pm.  Pick-up locations are as follows: 

• Cubbies (4K-5K) – Multipurpose Gym 

• Sparks (K-2) – Classroom 2 

• T&T (3-6) – Youth Room 

 

Parent Responsibilities 

The teaching in Awana begins at home.  Each week, parents help their clubber complete 

memorization work in their handbooks.  At club, we will center our teaching on the same Bible 

truths you are teaching your child at home.  By creating this partnership, we are able to anchor 

Biblical truths into our clubbers’ hearts and minds.   

 

Please be sure to carefully read any fliers or handouts your child brings home.  They will contain 

important information for you to read.  We will also be using email to effectively communicate 

with parents. 

 

Awana Behavior Expectations for Clubbers 

1. Listen to - and obey - Awana leaders (Romans 13:1). 

2. Participate as you are asked to (Philippians 2:5). 

3. Keep your hands and feet to yourself (Ephesians 4:32). 

4. Speak kindly to one another (Ephesians 4:29). 
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Awana Discipline Policy 

Discipline is a necessary part of club. When clubbers are well behaved, we have more fun and 

learn more.  To gain clubbers’ attention, we use “Give Me Five.” A staff member will put their 

hand up and loudly say, “one, two, three, four, five.” To show that they have heard the staff 

member, children are asked to raise their hands. By the time the staff member reaches the 

number five, clubbers are expected to stop talking and sit still. 

 

When a clubber is not doing what he/she has been asked to do, the leader will state the desired 

behavior (i.e. John, please keep your hands to yourself while you wait for your turn to play). This 

will be considered strike one. If the clubber does not obey a second time, the clubber will speak 

to the Awana Commander for a brief time out. This will be considered strike two.  During this 

time, we will remind the clubber of the general conduct rules and pray with him/her. If the child 

is older, we will also review the Biblical instruction for the conduct rule. Should the clubber 

exhibit disruptive behavior a third time, he or she will earn a strike three. The clubber will be 

asked to sit out of club the rest of the night and the Awana Commander will call the clubber’s 

parent about the behavior.  If a clubber continues to struggle with disruptive behavior, a parent 

will be asked to attend the next one or two club meetings in order to supervise the child’s 

behavior. 

 

 

AWANA FAQ 

 

WHAT SHOULD CLUBBERS BRING TO AWANA? 

In order to be active participants, clubbers need to be well equipped when they arrive at Awana. 

1. Uniform – Cubbies and Sparks should wear their vests, while T&Ts should wear 

their shirts. 

2. Handbook - All clubbers should bring their handbooks so staff members can track 

the verses clubbers have memorized. In addition, clubbers will need to read from 

and/or study their handbooks during club time. Clubbers must have their 

handbooks with them in order to receive credit for verses. 

3. Bible – T&Ts are asked to bring their Bibles with them. Clubbers will read from and 

refer to them throughout the evening. Younger clubbers are encouraged to bring 

their Bibles. 

 

WHAT IS THE COST OF AWANA CLUB MEMBERSHIP? 

Yearly Awana dues of $10 per clubber is requested. These dues cover some of the costs of 

uniforms, awards, handbooks and more.  Scholarships are available if necessary. 
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WHAT CAN I DO TO SUPPORT THE AWANA CLUB?  

1. Please pray for the children and families involved in the Awana program.  

2. Please pray for your child’s Awana leaders.  

3. Please pray for our church and its leaders.  

4. Financial support through Awana offerings and club dues, or donations to the Awana 

store, are a blessing to us.  

5. You can serve with us! Children love to have their parents involved in their activities. We 

value the safety of all children, so an application, background check and interview are 

required for all volunteers.  We will work to put you in a role (and with an age group) of 

your preference. Areas to serve include food service, program helper, and verse listener.  

6. You can review the discipline guidelines found in this handbook and review them with 

your child. We have very few rules, but in order to ensure all clubbers have an 

opportunity to learn and have fun, the rules of behavior will be enforced.  

7. You can arrive and pick up promptly on time. This shows a tremendous respect for our 

leaders’ time and teaches your children about punctuality.  

 

WHAT CAN I DO TO HELP MY CHILD SUCCEED IN AWANA?  

1. The most important thing you can do is encourage and support your child’s efforts. Be 

their cheerleader! Praise every effort!  

2. Help your child read and practice the memory verses. Check for clear understanding by 

asking open-ended questions (questions your child can answer with something other 

than “yes” or “no”).   Initial or sign your child’s handbook when your child has mastered a 

section. 

3. Help your child be regular in attendance and arrive at club on time. Some awards are 

based on attendance, so please be here if you can. Also, please let the Awana leaders 

know if your child was out because he or she was sick so they don’t miss out on awards. 

4. Attend church and Sunday school, somewhere. Our desire is to teach the Word of God to 

your child and your family. It is not our desire to take you away from your home church. 

However, if you do not have a home church, you are always invited to worship with us! 

Our worship gathering begins at 10:15 a.m. on Sunday mornings. We also offer Sunday 

School for all ages at 9 a.m. 

 

WHAT IS A LISTENER? 

A verse listener is someone who “listens” to a clubber as he/she recites memorized verses.  The 

listener then asks open-ended questions to determine whether the child has a clear 

understanding of the verse(s) learned.  A listener “signs off” each section that is passed.  

Listeners are invaluable to the success of any Awana ministry.  This requires only a 20-30 minute 

commitment each week, and no preparation is needed.  Almost anyone can be a listener. We will 

train any adult on “how” to listen. All Awana volunteers, regardless of position, are asked to 

complete a background check and volunteer application in accordance with our child protection 

policy. 
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2018/2019 Awana Parent Agreement 
Please sign and return for your child  

 

I have read and understand the Awana Parent Handbook and have discussed its 

contents with my child(ren).  I understand that I am to: 

 

✓ Sign-in my child at 6:00 p.m. and pick him/her up promptly at 7:30 p.m. each 

Wednesday evening. 

 

✓ Help my child in memorizing sections in their handbook each week and 

initial completed sections. 

 

✓ Support the Awana discipline procedures as outlined in this handbook and 

respond to leader concerns as requested. 

 

✓ Encourage my child to be an active club participant by attending Awana 

regularly, wearing his/her uniform and participating in theme nights. 

 

 

 
Parent Signature  Date 

Child’s Name  Grade 

Child’s Name  Grade 

Child’s Name  Grade 

Child’s Name  Grade 

Child’s Name  Grade 

 
 


